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UM RECEIVES RECOGNITION FOR CATERING
MISSOULA-
University Dining Services at The University of Montana has received the 2004 Loyal 
E. Horton Gold Award in the “Catering-Special Event” category for medium-sized schools. 
The department entered its work for the 12th annual Cowboy Ball — a highly successful fund­
raiser for UM’s rodeo team -- in the competition.
The award, presented by the National Association of College and University Food 
Service, is the ultimate professional tribute in college and university culinary arts. It recognizes 
the most successful ideas in menus, presentations, special event planning and new dining 
concepts. UM’s winning entry book will be displayed in the Paris Las Vegas Hotel during the 
NACUFS national conference this summer. The University will be recognized during the 
conference’s Dining Awards Luncheon at the hotel July 9 and will be eligible to win the Grand 
Prize Gold Award.
The Cowboy Ball has grown from a small barbecue and auction to an event that draws 
750 guests, including University administrators, politicians and local philanthropists. The ball 
is held in the Mytty Ranch Riding Arena, where the UM rodeo team practices throughout the 
year. For the ball, arena sand is packed down, tables are set up and the dusty roping arena is 
transformed into a “western-style” ballroom.
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Loyal E. Horton entry books are judged on every aspect of an event’s menu, 
presentation, marketing and overall concept. Winning entries must have unique themes, 
exceptional menus and flawless presentation.
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